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anauny 22~m 10 MaRCE lsr
The Government have not yet taken any declded.
step to provide for the employment-of the surplus
immigrant labour at present in the country, They

the current of events, and it remains to be seenm
whether, notwithstanding the Lxeut.-Governor’l
calm_assurances to- the Deputations who waited
on him in Colombo, tbe Director of Public Works
will be.quite prepared to afford immediate employ-
ment on new roads to amy gangs of necessitous
. coolies clamuuring for rice.
of * masterly iuvactivity ” would certainly appear
to be in the ascendant so far as Relief Works
are coucerned, but the Lieut.-Governor is pattly
justified by the fact that no unemployed or starving
gapgs have placed thewselves. in the way of Gov-
ernment officers save those journeying from
the coast to certain of the coffee districts whers
they say they have engagements. As His Excellency
stated the other day, official enquiry has failed
to discover as yet any number of coolies without
employment, food or resources, and accordingly

is no osteutatious display of opeving relief works,
. Possibly the official mind may be i: fluenced to some
extent by the tradmon of a former clamour, about

In the
meantime the Lieuw-Governor has departed on hw

tour by way of Badulla to Battioalos, in whxoh
district he is now inspecting tanks, previous ' to.
takiug his departure by the Serendib for Jaffoa ahd
the Pearl Fishery. He has left the qnaranﬁno

tern Coast, so  far checking the stream of immi.
-gration which would go to feed the supply. of “local
unemployed labour. Goyernment Agents and Me-.

orders torelieve actual want, and, as we have already
stated, sections of half-a-dozen new roads or road
extens:ons in different .parts of the country are
being held. in readiness for the employment of
needy coolies when they actually come to the
front. -
Such, we heheve, is a fair summmg—up of the
position and action of Government towards the
‘¢ Unemployed Labour Question ” which has been
the chief topic of discussion during the fortnight.
On the other side, among differemt sections of
the - public a ' rather different feeling prevails.
Our contemporary of the Examiner hss been
trying to show "that distress prevails to a .cop-
siderable extent among the rural agncuhm:a[
Sinbatess, but in this we think be has failed
so far as reliable provmcml reporis go, - Tke
ohief and almost only serious complaint a.gamlt
Goverament or its officers has reference to.a. party
of immigrant coolies cunnected with irrigation
or road works in the Matira districts whose wants
would seem to have been culpably neglecteds
owing perbaps-to the absence of the officer in

| charge who, however, has some excuso in.that he

was unfortunate enough to lose a member of hig’
‘own family from cholera about the same timeand
had to remove his wife from the station. A good
deal has also been made of the ‘large number "of
coolies landing on the coast of the 'iorth.wemm
province at Kalpitiya and Chilaw and. ﬁndm‘
their wayt hence to Puttalam. 1tis stated that J.‘ogo
-T0eD, WoInen, and children pass along this tond-gm
"other da.y,but as already mentioned the Government

this route. It is up-country and in the coffes: distnob
however that the dnngot of oﬁunlarrtngomentu prw.
ing inadequate more unmeduiely t - Plant.
ters  througheut Hqttlo uupport thozr Ohdm "
ebl;ement of large bodies  of mnplnyod ~o0clies

living ‘oR’ mmuﬁny or _op their ;
@ }‘ W’lh wmay fn‘“ %htdiaf’m. A R'm

are resting on their oars apparently watching

At. present.a policy

while certain roads - are held in readiness there

- ind -
] smgle gang - of so-called’ unemployed' coolles to
"add to their force of labour on the roade.

regulations infull force at the ports on' the West. . '

dical Officers at all the different stations have -

,haye given explicit mstmchona for the treatmentof .
the diseased and distressed ‘among immigrsnts on -
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